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QUALITATIVE Survey Results
October 2014
• Objective

Introduction
To find out people’s thoughts on village now and in the future, what they like/dislike, issues they foresee with new development and ideas to resolve these

• Qualitative not Quantitative

• Web survey – 10 questions
– 6 open ended/ text questions

– 3 demographics

– 1 on preferred village growth
Intro continued
• Engagement for survey completion

– Stand at school, Downton Mummies facebook

– Discussion DCT, Good Companions etc

– Leaflet drop

– WH open day, Goose Fair, Moot Lane Pop up

• Sample size

168 or 13% of households (assuming 1300 HHs)
Includes 15 paper surveys
Disappointing?  Lessons for main questionnaire

Demographics
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Village growth?
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Village Growth
results by Life
Stage
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Village Growth
results by
Where Live
Downton now – what we like?
• Community feel/ spirit

• Friendliness/ Village life

• Lots of services

• Diverse/balanced – not dominated by …

• Rural/ historic setting/ the Avon

• Safe environment

• Lots going on
• Green areas within village

‘Large enough for services, small enough that its
still a village’
‘Best of both worlds’
‘Privileged to live here’
Major concern
Too much growth (too quickly) – lose all this. Fear that with new housing, focus of village will move further west

Specific Issues
Problems now, new development will exacerbate

• Traffic congestion, parking

• Primary School

• Drainage/ Sewage
• GP Surgery

• Lack of affordable housing
• Facilities/amenities

• Antisocial behaviour

• Lack of maintenance
Primary School
•
Recognition that there will be insufficient places for all Downton children - needs to be addressed.
•
Do not want children to have to go out of village
•
Expand existing school – 2 objections to using piece of Memorial Gardens

•
Build new school on Trafalgar site as and when required.
Drainage/ Sewage
• Well documented

• Solution is being pursued by PC, WW, WC

GP Surgery
Problem
•  Time to get appt

Insufficient GPs

Ideas
•  Expand current surgery.

New surgery west end of
village
Have we discussed with GP Practice?
Lack of affordable housing
•
More affordable housing will be built within new development

•
Is this sufficient? (Housing Needs Survey)

•
Keep Scotts House – only place with affordable bedsits

Facilities/Amenities
• Loss of Post Office High St

•
Regenerate High St shops – new development wrong end of village

	• Playgrounds - Refurbish,
	particularly
	Moot

	Lane (in hand)
	

	•  Public toilets in Moot area

•  Improve sports centre

•  Refurbish Memorial Hall
	


Problem
•  Litter

•  Dog fouling
•  Youths/Vandalism
•  Graffiti

Ideas
•  Harness community spirit/

schools
•  More dog bins

•  Moot area – make use of
Pavilion?
•  Graffiti wall
Not currently a great problem but fear it will
increase with larger population in same space
Problem areas
•
Pavements – problems occur when dug up for services

•  Potholes

•  River – keeping clear


Ideas
•  EA

Problem
•
A338 congestion at peak times

•  Crossing A338 (pedestrians)
•
Turning across traffic on to A338 from Long Close, Wick Lane,  Barnaby Close

General congestion in village:
•  Heavy lorries


Ideas
•  NS Bypass
•  Pelican crossing
•  ??

•  Better policing of 7.5T limit

CCTV
Ban all lorries (X access)
Weight limit on bridge
Problems
•  Heavy lorries cont’d

•  From through traffic

•
Traffic from village to outside and vice versa

Ideas
•
Re-locate Access Eng to industrial estate.
•  Discourage

20mph speed limit
Improve bus service
•
Improve bus service Re-open railway! Encourage cycling : Improve/create cycling routes to Fordingbridge/Salisbury. Improve bus service

Car sharing for work

Problem
•
Traffic travelling  within village to shops and schools (drop off/pick up times)

Ideas
•
Encourage / make safer for walking/cycling

Bridge over Avon
To and from schools – if
less/ slower traffic would be
safer
Walking bus
Improve High St shops
Shuttle bus from one end to
other
Footpath up Lode Hill to
Ashley Grange
Problem
•  Poor Bus service
Buses don’t connect well with X3


Ideas
•  Buses to station and
Churchfields
Shuttle bus through village
(Coop, schools, X3)
Buses to Southampton
More X3s thru village at
busy times
More X3s in evening
•  Too many cars parked in
Borough/ Primary School
•  Insufficient spaces at Coop
•
High St – need parking for shops to thrive



•
Restrict parking to cars (except deliveries) not eg RVs so 2 vehicles can pass. Layby into Cricket ground

•  Expand car park into field?
•
Encourage parking in Moot car park (sign needed)

Use Church Hall land
Drop pavement kerbs and
allow parking on pavements
in some areas (admit
inevitable!)/ Double yellow
lines to stop parking in
others
•  High St cont’d
•  Safety in High St

•  Moot Lane parking

•
Moot Lane/Barford Lane rat run


•
Parking bays on Moot Lane corner – green area Policing/traffic wardens Regenerating area will decrease cars to Coop
•  Zebra crossing
No parking on corner by fish
& chip shop
•  Cut bays into banks

Bays on green verges
Plant trees to compensate.
•  ?

New Development
•
Concerns that if all new building west of A338, village will be cut in two

•  ?But this is preferred location

•
Concerns over Downton/Redlynch becoming one built up area

•  Small sites are preferred to large

•
Alternative – relocate Access Engineering and develop site. Advantage of regenerating that end. Traffic disadvantages maybe. But Morgans Vale School easy to access

•  Increase eco features from level 4 to maximum

(make condition of planning permission)
Plan needs to address
• How not to lose ‘village’ feel (Slide 12)

•
Action to decrease traffic congestion/ increase safety particularly at peak times – up to date Traffic Survey – action to increase walking/cycling

• Parking congestion in Borough, High St, Moot
Lane
•
Maximum no. of houses to be built related to school spaces in extended school

• Preferred areas for development

Continued/..
•
Sewage problems (solution hopefully will be in place)

• GP surgery concerns

•
New development includes sufficient affordable housing (for local people)

•
Regeneration of High St shops, inc parking provision

• Possible increased anti-social behaviour

• General maintenance of roads and pavements
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